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ISTORY {is repeating (tself
in Russia these days
In fact, history has so
formed the habit of

vain repetition

2o it was the French Guard which
iiled Louls AVI in an emergency
And centuries nd centuries ‘ore
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he Christian era, there were the

Praetorian Cohorts » bodyguard of
They

who, in the

the Roman 2mperors were a

‘ked body of troops

of the republic, had formed the

of a

general in command of

guar

an arm) The Latin word for gen
eral was ‘‘praetor, the zeneral's
gunarters in camp ~ere the “prae-
toriun hence *he aame Praetorian
Guards The emperor was like the
Czar today, commander-in-chief, His

dquarters were in Rome, and one
the first

!

of the first acts Of emperor

was the organization of this guard.
The command of the Praetorians
rested and nominally, with

he >mperor, Hut it was practically

i the hands »f one or xnore colonels

or praefects, They were livided ‘nto
hohorts >r cegiments of 1,000 men
each, horse and foot In the time
M Augustus ‘here were nine 114
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tered in Rome, the remainder in
neighboring ~ties. Under Fiberius,

Syanus collected them into a perma-

heas regiments, three being quar- mnent forufied camp outside the Nin-

ination Gate of Rome. Their num-
bers varied; sometimes there were
ten cohorts, sometimes twelve, some-
m,-:es sixteen,

/

They were favorite troops, with a
shorter term of service, and nomi-
nally double, though in reality
@much more than double, the pay of

any others. They had all sorts of wuntil they were suppressed by Con-
special privileges apd exemptions, stantipe in 312. It was usual for
and from the time of Claudius on the emperors on their succession to

they “comrnlleg tbe electiors,” the throne te pnrchace the faver of

their with

nations—and
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In 19?7 they murdered the Emper-
or Pertinax, who seems to have
been an uni l of
the Rom: a

ng it
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eighty-six
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one of thel owr Severus,
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able down the job
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promptly
ing the thomugh he re-
long on a more

Praetorians;

organized them

ere

agnificent scale.
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On the evening of June 6, 1857, Col-

onel Simpson read to his

Sepoys the formal thanks ¢

general for their vi

ernor

to go out and
mutineers at Delhi is
own account a of
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him to the echo, and the gallant col-

glowing
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